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An Examination of the Railway Passenger Service between Tokyo
and Osaka after 1964: Connected with the 50" Anniversary of the
Tokaido Shinkansen

KAGAWA Takashi”

The Tokaido Shinkansen, which was the essence of railway technology of Japan when it was opened
in 1964, will celebrate its 50t anniversary in October, 2014. An analysis was made of changes in
transportation between Tokyo and Osaka (Shin-Osaka) every ten years just before and after the
commencement of the Shinkanen.

In the beginning, the ‘Kodama' train stopped at every station while the ‘Hikari' was a high-speed
service. More recently the ‘Nozomi became the fastest train on the Tokaido Shinkansen line.
Moreover, the expansion of the Series N700 service was developed with high-performance and high-
speed stability and this was able to carry out ten times the number of ‘Nozomi' trains per hour due to
revision of transportation schedules in March, 2014.

Although transport by air had temporarily raised its share of the passengers travelling between
Tokyo and Osaka slightly, the Shinkansen improved its dominance after the opening of Shinagawa
Station, the introduction of mobile reservations and other improvements, and today it has become the
most popular form of passenger transportation between Tokyo and Osaka. The Shinkansen, which
celebrates its 50t anniversary has expanded its network all over the country. On the other hand, the
construction of the Chuo Shinkansen (the Linear Shinkansen) is due to start before the end of 2014
fiscal year in the Tokaido section, commencing its run between Shinagawa and Nagoya.

It is difficult to imagine the situation of Tokaido Shinkansen after the Chuo Shinkansen opening.
However, if based on the present condition that transportation capacity is saturated, it is clear that the
margin of a train diagram will be arising on Tokaido Shinkansen. It is expected that exchange between
cities will be further urged to the ability of rapid railway transportation to be chosen according to the
section or the purpose of travel. Moreover, if the Chuo Shinkansen is opened, it will be thought that air
transportation between Tokyo and Osaka will change with a specialization in connection between

domestic and international flights.

Oth
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