Tips for Writing an Abstract for
Your Japanese Research
Proposal

(EBT 72 LT MAEO LY hET—7 ¥ — b ZaR—FVIR)

To write an English abstract for your research proposal, follow
these three steps:

1) Read the introduction to writing an English
abstract for a research proposal.

2) Write your answers on the worksheet.

3) Refer to the reference pages as needed.
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1. Introduction

An abstract is a short summary of your proposal so readers know what it is about. They can
then know if it is important enough for their research to read or to keep looking for more
suitable articles. Writing an abstract in English is important so that your research can be
understood by people who cannot read Japanese.
TTANTZ 7 MIMRREOHERELMETH DL, 2O HMITHE MR ENTH L%
BADZETHD, TTANT 7 MediteZ & Totdld. B DOHFIC & > TRt flifi
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1) Make sure your Japanese paper is clearly written.
H AR5 Dy L SIFEIZ ZE I TODB 0 E S 05 fER L L D,

It is very hard to write a good abstract until you have finished your paper. It is easier
to write an English abstract for a well-organized paper written in Japanese.

ML EEIMRADET, BWT TR 7 haeESZLFETHEELY, AAGE
TOEMELENTERLEES ZENTEIUL, EFETTT7ANF 7 FEaEL
LIRS D,

2) Know how long your abstract should be.
TTANT T NORIZHERLEL D,

For the college of Policy Science it should be 45-60 words for 1st year paper
proposals.

BORBF A CIE, 1B 50 3RO U —F « T rR—F e EnRT R
B,

3) Know what good and bad abstracts look like.
BWITARNZ 7 FEBEWT TALT 7 FOENEMA I,

Read the many examples in this document.

PIFicHE#H I T oz R THED,

4) Writing preparation.
ECHHAELE D,

Reread your paper, take notes, and write down keywords.

BOOmMXZHAEL, /— 2R, F—UV—FzHEIHZL I,

5) Write the abstract.
TTANZ I F&EFEZ I,

For first year research proposals write each of the sections. Use the worksheet
provided in this document.
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—7v—hEfiE,



6)

7)

Background

What is your general topic?

Purpose What is the question you are trying to answer?
Literature Review What does the previous literature say about the topic?
Method How did you gather your data?

Prediction What do you predict you will find?

GBS AR D F I )
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Rewrite the abstract.

TTANT Y MEGHEL D,

Take out unneeded words or add anything missing.

Check for accuracy. Use English spell check on MS Word!
AUBEREEZMRE, BV RN b0aHEIRLT I,

EMENE IR LELSY, A28V T U= RDA~)F = v JHEREZ

Do

Ask someone else to check your abstract.

TTANT I FEMOANIHRLTHELE I,

A classmate, an older student, a teacher or come to the Writing Help Desk.

7T AR PRI, BINHEGREE L O, TAT 4T ST T AT R

L&o,



2. Research Proposal Abstract Worksheet

Write the information from your paper for each section in Japanese and then English to help
you clarify your ideas for yourself and your editor.

Title

Japanese

English

Background

Japanese

English

Purpose

Japanese

English




Literature Review

Japanese

English

Method

Japanese

English

Prediction

Japanese

English




3. Reference pages

3-1. Good examples of research proposal abstracts

Example 1: Regional Revitalization

Many cities struggle with regional revitalization. This study will compare how cities
tried to revitalize their city through tourism promotion. Fieldwork including surveys
and interviews will be done in two towns. The towns have different approaches to
tourism promotion so the superior method will be exposed. (46 words)

Example 2: Health and Longevity

Japan has the highest rate of longevity in the world however lifestyle illnesses are
increasing. This project will explore the field of life sciences its effect on society. The
research method was interviews with experts. The researchers hope the future
directions of medical science will be revealed. (47 words)

Example 3: Japanese Foreign Policy

At the present time Japan has several conflicts with its neighbors. This study hopes to
find common ground between Japanese and other peoples. The authors surveyed and
interviewed Japanese and foreign people about their views on various topics. It is hoped
the data will show the commonalities among all people. (50 words)

Example 4: Homelessness

Homelessness has become an increasing problem in Japanese cities. This paper aims to
provide a short list of possible solutions. The authors will interview city officials,
regular citizens, and homeless people about their ideas on how to help the problem. The
authors will present a list of the top five solutions. (51 words)

Example 5: Japanese-Korean Relations

This paper deals with the anti-Japanese feeling in Korea. The goal of this paper is to
discover the underlying reasons to these feelings. The authors will do a few in-depth
interviews with Korean citizens about this topic and analyze the responses. The authors
hope to discover the main source of these feelings. (52 words)

3-2. Bad Examples of research proposal abstracts

Bad example 1: Aging Society and Immigration

Draft of bad example 1

Japan population has been decreasing because of the aging society. In really, it is said
that Japan needs 600, 000 people every year to keep the economic level of the current.
To cover the lack of workforce, Japan need to accept the foreign labors. There are many
ways to accept the foreign workers but I want to study good way can make good
teamwork between nations and foreigners. (68 words)

Explanation of bad example 1
There are many small English mistakes. Japan population should be the population of
Japan or Japan’s population. In really should be actually or simply cut out. I want to



study does not tell the reader what methods will be used or what the goal of the paper
will be.

M2 BFEDFR Y A9 %, "Japan population” [T "the population of Japan" & 7§~
% 7>, "Japan's population” & U727 ALiE72 5720, "in really” (X "actually" & 3% 7>,
T - LHIBRT RETH S, "Iwantto study” & V) BEERAR LB TIX, Z OfFZEN
MEzAME LT EDLIICZOAMEHLNILEI LT 2DNENI TT X
FZ77 hOFTHL- & bEERAZFTAITEA DN TR,

Corrections bad example 1

Japan’s population is decreasing due to the falling birthrate. Japan will need foreign
workers to maintain the economy. This paper explores the various ways to integrate
the foreign workers into Japanese society. The authors will interview government, NPO,
and foreign workers. The study will suggest 5 ways to achieve the goal of a harmonious
society. (55 words)

Bad example 2: Environmental protection and sustainable development in Japan

Draft of bad example 2

Now Japan is promoting “development of beautiful country”. The goal of it is formation
of various landscapes in region, but present development of town in Japan puts
importance on convenience and sometimes destroys natural environment in town.
Japan should make sustainable beautiful landscape in town and town people should
take partin it. So I want to study “how government promote sustainable development
with town people and how they should make use of resources in town” in Ibaraki. (78
words)

Explanation of bad example 2

Development of beautiful country is Japanese English; landscape and environmental
protection is better. This paper will explore is a good way to introduce the topic.
Explaining the methods and goals is better than writing I want to study.

H5E TlX"Beautiful country"% "develop"9 % & (Z5 D7\, 72, "beautiful
country"\ IR AE & 5 O T, HAMICS W2 TA X 9, 72 & z21F landscape and
environmental protection” (X £ 9 725 9, "This paper will explore” &\ 95 FH L, &
BERTT20ICEWGETH S, "Iwanttostudy” & EL LV b, BIZEAME S
EERAT D RE,

Corrections bad example 2

Environmental protection and sustainable development are increasingly important
issues in Japan. This paper will explore how communities balance these two
perspectives. The researchers will interview a variety of “stakeholders” in the town of
Ibaraki near Osaka and compare their opinions. The researchers expect to find a variety
of approaches to these issues. (52 words)



3-3. How to write a title for vour research proposal

The title is the first and most read part of any paper.
A MVTEDI IR VA= THoTH AT EAEDADBRINIHA, TPz b ok
bRtEL D,

A title summarizes the main idea of your paper in the least amount of words possible.
The maximum length of a title is about 15 words but less is better. Subtitles can be used.

ZA MV, TEDRETDPBRVEETRIXDOEERTAT T 2 FEIZBERD D TH D,
ZA MVDRRFEBITK IS FELER, DRWVWIEIBEELY, 741 bLaEILE
T, AU ¥ A MVERRTE D,

The title should also catch the readers attention.
2A M THEOHELESZ 9,

Examples: Japanese Business
This one is too long:

® The Study of the Merits and Possibilities of the Overseas Expansion Style of Japanese
Companies Using the Transaction Cost Approach Theory in China and Vietnam

These are too short:
® Transaction Cost Theory
® Japanese Overseas Expansion

This one is just right
® The Expansion Style of Japanese Companies: The Transaction Cost Approach

More Good Title Examples:

® The Nikkei Identity: The Ever-Changing Identity of the Nikkei in North America

® Competitive Advantage: The Direction of Japan’s Industrial Policy

® Kinkakuji Traffic study: Universal Design for Bus Stops and Roads for Travellers

® | am Robot: Future Directions of Japan’s Robot Industry

® From Russia with Love: Resolution of the Russo-Japanese Territorial Issue

® Social Networking Advantages: The Case of Japan

® The Effect of Women’s Increased Economic Independence on the Marriage Rate in
Japan

® Low Voter Turnout in Japan: The Case of Young Men

® Populism and Democracy: The Decline of Democracy in the Modern World

® Smart City Keihanna: How One City Saved its Environment

® Using the Internet to improve the Public Relations of a University: A Case Study

Write your title on the worksheet.
U— 2 v — MIHES A PV EFENTHRL I,



3-4. Common example sentences

1. Background
® The major cause of (problem) is (reason).
® (your topic) is an increasingly important area of (general topic).
® A key aspect of (general topic) is (your topic).
® Recently (your topic) has become an important topic in (place).
® (problem) has become important because (reason).
® Many (kind of people) have begun to argue that (problem) is a problem.

2. Purpose
® The purpose of this study is (purpose).
® This paper aims to (goal).
® This essay seeks to (goal).
® This essay examines the solutions to (problem).
® The objective of this research is to (goal).

3. Method
® A 20-question survey was given to 100 people.
® Both surveys and interviews were conducted.
® A case study approach was used.
® [n-depth interviews of (people) were conducted.
® (subject/s) was/were observed and notes recorded.
® The researchers used the participant observation method.

4. Literature Review
® The literature so far says (general summary of information).

® There is a lot of literature on (topic 1) but little or no research on (topic 2).
® [n recent years there has been an increasing amount of literature on (topic).

® Previous research on this topic says (general summary of information).
® A number of studies have found (general summary of information).

5. Predictions
® The authors hope to show that (hypothesis).
® The authors hope to discover the main source of (cause).
® The authors will present a list of solutions to (problem).
® [t is hoped that (cause) will be revealed.
® [t is predicted that the data will show (hypothesis).



3-5. Common Mistakes to look out for (and how to fix them)

1) Frankly speaking. Use in fact, or actually.
X - Frankly speaking this problem is the most important of the three.
O - In fact this problem is the most important of the three because ...

2) And/So/But to start a sentence. These are conjunctions; they are used to join two
simple phrases. Do not use them to start a sentence.
X - Developed countries have problems. And developing countries have problems.
O - Developed countries have problems and developing countries have problems.
O - Developed countries have problems. Developing countries also have problems.

3) Because to start a sentence. The word because is also a conjunction; it connects two
phrases. The second phrase explains the first. You may see sentences starting with because
in English media but do not start a sentence with because to make sure you do not make this
very common mistake.

X - The policy is successful. Because policy makers learned the lessons of the past.

O - The policy is successful because policy makers learned the lessons of the past.

4) And so on. Use and some other ... .
X - The policy affects the community, the residents, and so on.
O - The policy affects the community, the residents, and some others.

5) Especially. Rarely used at the beginning of sentences.
X - Especially, this article emphasizes on the following facts.
O - This article emphasizes on various facts, especially the following facts... or : ...
O - In particular, this article emphasizes on the following facts: ... or ...

6) Something wants to ... . People and animals have wants not things.
X - This research wants to ....
O - The authors intend to ....
O - The researchers want to ....

7) Make a claim. Rarely used in English the same way that 7 L-— A is.
X - The customer made a claim.
O - The customer complained.

8) It is said that ... . By who? When? Where? This is too general for an academic paper.
X - It is said that Japanese food is delicious.
0 - 87% of tourists to Japan in the 2009 survey said Japanese food is delicious.
O - In recent years there have been many references to the high quality of Japanese food
in the international press, for example ....

10



3-6. Editing your research proposal abstract

After writing your abstract and including all the parts, you must edit it for length and correct
the English. See the student abstract examples below:

TTANTZ 7 FEZDMDOE T XRTEIMRILD, BREFHEL, HFEOMRY z1E
SRITNTR B, UTFCEFEREDT TA T 7 MlERTH L,

Example: Tourism for Regional Revitalization

First Draft

Today, although a lot of entities are grapple with regional revitalization, there are just a
few successful cases. This study picks up “community development by tourism” which is
new community development with their community residents and visitors who want to go
sightseeing. I want to research the demands of people toward tourism spot and the way of
how to correspond to tourist from host people’s view. (66 words)

Explanation

Native English speakers rarely say, “pick up”. It is better to say “will study”, “will
explore”, “will examine”. Repeating the same word like “community” three times in
the same sentence is strange, use synonyms or make more than one sentence.
HEETTIE “pickup” L ITdHE W S DAV, “will study”, “will explore”, “will examine”
REDGFE LV, "community” DX DI, FCFENFE LT A3 D IR
LEbhTns &, EMEN S5, HEFEEMNDD, BT 2250 X9,

Second Draft

Since the burst of the Japanese economic bubble of the 1990s many cities have struggled
with regional revitalization. One common route to community development is through
tourism. This study will compare how cities approach their tourism development. In
addition to media and theoretical research, fieldwork will be done in the towns including
surveys and interviews. The towns are all in different regions and different people run the
towns so likely they all will have different methods. The best town will be shown as having
the best plan. (87 words)

Explanation

This version’s main problem is that it is too long. The background section is two
sentences so it is too long. Notice the most of the verbs are future “will ...” because this
is a proposal and the research will be done in the future. The prediction is also too
long; only one sentence is ideal to keep the word total to about 50 words.

F2RZ7 7 FORZRMBIZ, RIE22LTHD, BN DD T U RITH
oTHHSNTHDEN, HEVIZRY, V¥ —F - T R—FLTHELILLE)
FIDIE & A EIIRKEEHRHITH Y "will" T WD X 9K &2 2 &, ZTORITE
RThHY, MRITFKRLENDIEDOENLTHDL, THILELETED, BB X
Z50ELUN ET 570, FHIB VBT U ATE L DD DONEMEMNT,

Final Version

Many cities struggle with regional revitalization. This study will compare how different
cities tried to revitalize their city through tourism promotion. Fieldwork including surveys
and interviews will be done in two cities. The various strategies will be described. The
authors will make general recommendations for cities that want to revitalize their tourism
industry. (53 words)

Explanation

11



To keep the word total to about 50 words one sentence for each section is best. Only
give the essential information in the proposal. Use the future tense about the research
goals, method, and prediction of results.
FIS0FETEHELLLDITIE, 7TT7ARNTZ FOBERZLIZELV TV AEZRITDHONRG
SEbr, VH—F - TrR—PLroRnTbot b EELRFERLETEEFEZ S,
IR, HiE, fERO TR DWW TIEARRIRH 23 9,

Last step: Give your final draft to someone else to check. It is common for students to skip
this last step. This results in many unnecessary mistakes. Don't forget to do this last step
before you hand in your abstract.

BAEARAT TR D RZ 7 NEHENCT 2y 7 LTHHE Y, FAEITMAICT =y
JLTHEDHI)EVIREDAT v THE LN THD, 1200 GENCRTH b 2ITE
ETELETHAIZDBYBESTLEE T TARN T FERRELTLES Z IR D,
T D AN L THENICHA T bk 9,
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