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Abstract: This paper reviews the public opinion changes among Japanese citizens regarding nuclear power
generation along the timeline before and after the Fukushima Nuclear Accident in order to explore the reasons for these
changes. This study focuses on three typical attitudes towards nuclear power generation: “utilization”, “safety” and
“NIMBY(Not In My Back Yard). National-wide questionnaire survey data from several sources were used for the
analysis. Before the Fukushima Nuclear Accident, the survey results showed a positive attitude, because nuclear power
generation was regarded as the substitute of oil and the incentive for local economy. Moreover, trust in nuclear power
technologies, the central government, and the power companies were relatively high. The comparison research on the
surveys demonstrated an increase in objections immediately after the accident. However, the tension was relieved much
because of the decline in the scare of another nuclear accident and the rise in economic stress, especially for the regions
where more citizens rely on the nuclear power industry for their livelihoods. In the long term, economic situation may
influence more on both the decision-making and the citizens’ public opinion changes on nuclear power generation.
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