
For more information, please visit the DMHA webpage:  
http://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/research/aji/research/wakai/04_report/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Week 1: October 13, 2021 (Wednesday), 13:00-15:00 JST 

Module 2:  Recognizing Successful Locally-led DMHA Initiatives and Challenges 
 

 
Dr. Takeyuki Okubo 

Professor, College of Science and Engineering, 
Ritsumeikan University; 
Director, Institute of Disaster Mitigation for Urban 
Cultural Heritage (R-DMUCH), Ritsumeikan 
University 
 

 
Dr. Takeyuki OKUBO, graduated from the Faculty of Engineering, 
Department of Architecture in 1991 and entered in the graduate school 
of Kyoto University. He became an associate professor of Kyoto 
University in 2002, and a professor at the Graduate School and 
College of Science and Engineering, Ritsumeikan University in 2007, 
and the director at the Institute of Disaster Mitigation for Urban Cultural 
Heritage (R-DMUCH) in 2013. He is also a member of ICORP, board 
member of JP-ICOMOS since 2019 and board member of ICOMOS 
International from 2021. His background in civil engineering, 
architecture and global environmental engineering informs his current 
research interests in urban design for disaster mitigation and 
architectural designs which promote the utilization of traditional 
knowledge and environment. His recent article are “Traditional 
Knowledge for Disaster Mitigation in History of Japanese Architectures 
and Cities”, Gakugei Publishing (Kyoto, Japan), June 2012 (in 
Japanese), Prized by the Real Estate Companies Association in 
Japan in 2013, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dr. Miwa Hirono 
Associate Professor/Associate Dean, College of 
Global Liberal Arts, Ritsumeikan University 
 

 
Dr. Miwa Hirono is an Associate Professor at the College of Global 
Liberal Arts and the Graduate School of International Relations at 
Ritsumeikan University. She held a Research Councils UK Research 
Fellowship at the University of Nottingham. Her publication includes 
“China’s Evolving Approaches to the principle of Non-Intervention” (The 
China Quarterly 2019)., “Linkages between China’s Foreign Policy and 
Humanitarian Action” (Overseas Development Institute 2018), “China’s 
Evolving Approach to Peacekeeping (London: Routledge 2012). She 
has taught at the Australian National University, where she was 
awarded a PhD in International Relations, the University of Cambridge, 
and the University of Canterbury. She was also a Visiting Fellow at the 
Ash Center for Democratic Governance and innovation at Harvard 
Kennedy School on Fullbright Fellowship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Ms. Marjorie Resuello 
Project Researcher, Asia-Japan Research Institute, 
Ritsumeikan University 
 

 
Ms. Marjorie Resuello is currently working as a Researcher at the Asia 
Japan Research Institute, Ritsumeikan University, under Dr. Miwa 
Hirono’s research project on locally-led disaster management and 
humanitarian assistance in Asia. She worked as a civil servant and 
project manager at a national government and a national think tank in 
the Philippines. She earned her Master’s in Development Management 
and Governance degree at the University of the Philippines in Los 
Baños prior to pursuing PhD in International Development at Nagoya 
University. She is a local governance expert with 10 years of 
professional and leadership experiences, including internship at the 
United Nations Centre for Regional Development. Her strengths include 
policy research and project management in the fields of international 
development and cooperation, disaster management, and sustainable 
development, resulting to development of science-based policy 
recommendations, innovative programs, and capacity-building 
interventions. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Dr. Muhammad Riza Nurdin 
Project Researcher, Asia-Japan Research Institute, 
Ritsumeikan University 

 
Dr. Muhammad Riza Nurdin is a researcher at Asia-Japan Research 
Institute (AJI), Ritsumeikan University. He is a team member for the 
project on locally-led disaster management and humanitarian 
assistance in Asia, funded by the AJI.  Previously, he was a 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Department of Southeast Asian 
Studies, University of Malaya. Riza obtained his PhD and Master, both 
in Southeast Asian Studies, from the University of New South Wales 
(Australia) and University of Passau (Germany), respectively. His 
research interests are in the areas of non-traditional security, 
humanitarianism and the intersection of religion and development. 
Coming from Aceh of Indonesia, Riza had worked with organizations 
like the American Red Cross and the British Red Cross where he gained 
practical experience on post-conflict and post-disaster recovery 
assistance. 
 
 

Locally-Led  

Disaster Management and  

Humanitarian Assistance  

(DMHA) in Asia 
 

Online Course 

Date: October 6th, 13th, 20th, 2021  

Speakers Biography 

The Asia-Japan Research Institute at Ritsumeikan University, 
in collaboration with Asian Disaster Reduction and Response Network (ADRRN)’s  

Asian Local Leaders Forum for Disaster Resilience (ALL4DR),  
hosted by Sustainable Environment and Ecological Development Society (SEEDS) 

http://en.ritsumei.ac.jp/research/aji/research/wakai/04_report/


 


