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Curriculum Design of Industry
-Academia Collaborative Project-Based Learning
for Creative Problem-Solving:
A Case Study on Systematizing Subjects
of Cooperative Education Course at Ritsumeikan University

Naoko Osada*
Yoko Nakagawa**

Abstract:

This study examined how curriculum design of the industry-academia collaborative
project-based learning (PBL) subject at Ritsumeikan University should guide creative
problem-solving activities among students while respecting independent activities.

In the related field of cooperative education, which has been a part of university-wide
career education, students from diverse educational backgrounds study practical and
theoretical subjects that provide content for preparing project activities. The curriculum
reform 2020 lowered the number of years in which these subjects can be taken and opened
PBL subjects that can only be taken by first-year students. In this study, the positioning and
characteristics of individual subjects were reviewed by considering the relevant subjects as
part of a curriculum in such a practical environment from the viewpoints of sequentiality
and relevance.

Sequentiality requires an environment in which students, who study these subjects in
stages, can participate in activities with an awareness of the depth of their understanding.
Regarding relevance, in theoretical subjects, it is necessary to raise awareness by providing
triggers to orientate activities and not by demonstrating how to perform activities and
providing answers. It is also essential to define and share the core elements of the thinking
process used in the curriculum. Comments from students show that they have reflected on

and deepened their understanding.
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