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Focusing on Asbestos Regulations up to the 1990s

Shinjiro Minami

Abstract:

This paper examines the history of asbestos countermeasures from the perspective of environmental policy, and
organizes the characteristics and problems of past policies. In Japan, asbestos injuries have long been treated as
problems of occupational health and occupational diseases. However, asbestos problems is not limited to
asbestos product manufacturing plants because asbestos dusts causes exposure to health hazards even in the
general environment through the distribution, consumption and disposal of products containing it. However,
asbestos environmental policy was inadequate compared to occupational health policy, and this is considered to

be the background behind the delay in asbestos policy.

Keywords: asbestos, environmental policy, occupational safety and health policy, 1970-90s
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