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"Responsibility" for Asbestos Victims and Reform of Asbestos Health Damage Relief
System
—An Analogy with the Pollution-related Health Damage Compensation System—

Hiroyuki Mori

Abstract:

The asbestos health damage relief system in 2006 was created in haste, and the benefit for victims is in the nature
of a 'sympathy money'. There is no norm of responsibility for compensation by polluter-pays principle. The
pollution-related health damage compensation system in 1974 uses the administrative "judgement" to determine
the scope of polluter, and has implemented compensation benefits based on it. The asbestos health damage relief
system should also be reformed in accordance with this, and the conditions for that reform have been met through
a series of court cases and so on. Reform of the asbestos health damage relief system in line with “responsibility”

is an urgent issue.

Keywords: Asbestos Health Damage Relief System, Pollution-related Health Damage Compensation System,

Polluter Burden, Legal Liability
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