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How and why Japanese college students develop “Ibasho” in Internet communities:
An interview study

Fujii Misato, Dou Xue

Abstract:

Having “Ibasho” or a sense of interpersonal rootedness, has been found to be important for the development
of children and adolescent. While Ibasho are traditionally constructed within family, schools and local
communities, the Internet also started to be recognized as an alternative space for developing Ibasho.
However, the process and factors that lead to the creation of Ibasho on the Internet has not been fully
investigated. Therefore, this study examined how relationships that serve as a function of Ibasho on the
Internet are constructed among adolescents. Particularly, the study interviewed five college students who
had previously established new relationships on the Internet and who had felt Ibasho in those relationships.
The results indicated that the relationships with Ibasho on the Internet were constructed through three
stages: passive participation in an existing group, interaction using calling functions, and the acquisition of
psychological benefits in the relationship. However, not all participants underwent this process, indicating a

need for further examination in the future.

Keywords: Ibasho, Internet, the process of Ibasho creation
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