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Prospects for Issue Voting in Local Assembly Elections
Makoto Ito, Hiroshi Murayama

Abstract:

This study points out the lack and potential of the citizen’s issue voting in Kyoto Local Assembly Elections.
We explore the factors that may encourage the issue voting behavior by focusing on the discrepancy
between the lack of the party-oriented issue voting and the shift from the candidate-oriented political
attitudes to the party-oriented political attitudes. The time-series analysis of survey data in Kyoto Local
Assembly Elections makes us examine how citizen’s orientations of political attitudes affect their voting
participation and voting direction. The results confirm the current weak link between the issue-oriented
attitudes and the party-oriented voting. In addition, exploratory analysis suggests the potential possibility of
citizen’s expectations for administrative services to drive the party-oriented issue voting through politically
participatory motivation. Our findings highlight the potential of the future party-oriented issue voting in
Kyoto Local Assembly Elections.

Keywords: issue voting, politically participatory motivation, administratively participatory motivation,

party-oriented voting

67



