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Literature Review on Community Empowerment in Civic Activities
Kayo Sakamoto

Abstract:

Objective: The purpose of this study is to organize the process by which civic organizations continue and
further develop from the perspective of community empowerment. Additionally, it aims to elucidate the
factors contributing to this development.

Methods: Using CiNii (National Institute of Informatics), a search was conducted with keywords such as

ERINTS ERINTY

“civic activities,” “volunteer organizations,” “volunteer groups,” and “NPO,” combining them with

99 ¢

“sustained and factors,” “empowerment and process,” and “empowerment and procedure.” Furthermore, 25
selected publications were subjected to thorough examination and chosen as the subjects for analysis.

Results: Out of the 25 publications, 22 focused on civic organizations and group members, while 2
targeted professionals supporting resident organizations. Additionally, 1 publication specifically addressed
community empowerment as a keyword. From these, the study organized and examined three perspectives:
the role of civic activities within social structures, the concept and definition of community empowerment,
and the relationship between individual empowerment and community empowerment. Subsequently, the
study conducted discussions based on these perspectives.

Discussion: Community empowerment in civic activities is a process where autonomy at the individual
level and the growth of organizations mutually develop, extending from individuals to organizations and
from organizations to local communities. Moreover, the development of organizations involves creating
needs and services outside existing frameworks, impacting administration and the community, and having
the potential to generate new public policies. It is suggested that by empowering participants in activities,

this process contributes to the continuous cycle of community empowerment.

Keywords: Civic activities, Community Empowerment, Community Development
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