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The Integrated Democracy and the Varied Democracy:
The Future of People’s Participation Based on Sovereignty

Hiroshi Murayama

Abstract:

It may not be good for us to have only to raise a turnout against the decline of the recent electoral rate of
Japanese local elections as well as national elections. The electoral rate is one method for us to clarify the
democratic current situation in the people’s participation based on the sovereignty, but the other method is
surely necessary to evaluate the electoral democracy. The electoral democracy means the democracy based
on elections. The new method to formulate the new structure to understand people’s voting behavior in this
study is characterized in its two dimensions of “the integrated democracy” and “the varied democracy”.
This structure is useful to analyze the aggregate data of the electoral turnout by focusing on the difference
between the integrated democracy measured by the average of each electoral rate of local governments and
the varied democracy measured by the standard deviation of the averages. In addition, the survey data of
people’s voting behavior is analyzed to discuss in order to find the new attitudes in people’s voting, such as
“the voting responsibility” and “the electoral intellect of the issue voting” for the development of the

electoral democracy.

Keywords: Voting participation, Electoral rate, Democracy development, Democratic structure, Voting

responsibility
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