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Restoration Work after the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
and Asbestos Risk

Shinjiro Minami

Abstract:

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the actual situation of the asbestos disaster caused by the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. Therefore, I re-examine the details of the results in 2012 of a questionnaire
survey targeting workers engaged in restoration work and compare the results with those of a recent
questionnaire survey targeting disaster volunteers. As a result, we reaffirmed the high levels of dust in areas
affected by the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and the need for measures to address the health effects of
asbestos on people who have lived and worked in those areas. What should be emphasized from the
reexamination in this paper is that the effects of asbestos may have been widespread, including the affected
areas in the east, which are thought to have suffered less damage than the southern part of Kobe City. The
results suggest that even those who have worked or were residents in these less damaged areas there at the

time of the earthquake need to be cautious about the asbestos health effects in the long term.

Keywords: the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake, restoration work, disaster volunteers, asbestos,

questionnaire survey
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