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Transformation of Suburban Residential Areas and Supply
and Demand Structure of Living Area Mobility:
Case study of Kani City, Gifu Prefecture

Kiyonobu Kaido

Abstract:

Residential areas developed in the suburbs of major metropolitan areas during the rapid urbanization of the
1970s and 80s, have undergone changes in the social structure of residents, commuting distances, and
means of transportation in the past 40~50 years. The needs and demand of daily mobility and the local
transportation system of residents are changing. The purpose of this study is to clarify the transformation of
suburban residential areas and the supply and demand structure of daily mobility. The case study area is
Kani City, Gifu Prefecture, which is located on the outskirts of the Nagoya metropolitan area. Kani City has
a population of about 100,000 and was one of the fastest growing cities in the 1970s. The study focuses on
Kabira area of Kani City. The detached housing complexes had been developed by the private sector in the
area. Census data is used to analyze changes in the age structure of residents and commuting to work, and
the mobility of residents' daily lives is clarified through the original surveys conducted by residents’
organizations. As a result, it become clear that the current public transportation system does not adequately
meet the needs of residential mobility support projects managed by volunteer sectors, assist the older
residential mobility needs, residents who are aging have great anxiety, and mobility in living areas varies

depending on the location and traffic conditions of residential complexes.

Keywords: Suburban housing complexes, mobility in living areas, elderly people
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