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Political Process of the Decreasing Nuclear Power Generations: 
Implication from German policy 

 
Yôichi Nakagawa, Noboru Miyawaki 

 
Abstract: In addition to abandoning nuclear energy under its  Energy Transition  policy, 

Germany is advocating energy self-sufficiency levels and emission reductions in greenhouse gas 

(GHG) effects by conserving energy, energy optimization, reduction of energy use through 

combined heat and power promotion, and by promoting reusable energy resources (RES). On the 

other hand, and despite the fact that Japan is still reeling from the effects of the Fukushima 

Number One Reactor disaster, Japan s policy of abandoning nuclear power generation is only a 

long term policy. Furthermore, previous researches have been limited to analyzing the energy 

policies undertaken by Germany from an economy-based point of view, while analysis based on 

the point view of the party politics and inspection of the political process are insufficient. While 

in recent years there have been arguments saying that the German example must be followed and 

opposing arguments considering it as a failed example, this paper argues that in regard to the 

environmental energy policy of the second and third Merkel governments following the decision 

to abandon nuclear power, the political process from the point of view of  consensus democracy  

and  negotiation democracy  will be reconstructed. Finally, it should be noted that the German 

examples might imply some points to be reconsidered in Japanese energy policy.  
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