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Housing conditions of non-resident college graduates in Changchun City, China

Rong Du, Kimiko Shiki

Abstract: This exploratory study investigates the housing conditions of non-resident college graduates in
Changchun City, one of the well-known college cities in China, by employing qualitative methods including site
visits and interviews. Existing research based in Beijing sensationally revealed appalling living conditions of
“the ant tribe,” college graduates who clustered in certain suburban areas where mass low-quality rental housing
is available. However, our research in Changchun City did not identify such clustered living of non-resident
college graduates. Instead, our interview research finds many graduates share with their friends family-type
rental housing formerly constructed and sold as condominiums for homeowners and they frequently change their
residences under stressful conditions of shared living. Main housing problems expressed by our interviewees are
summarized into: high rent payment burden, no or limited privacy in shared living, low-quality of housing, and
unaffordability in purchasing own housing. Our research also finds many of them receive financial assistance
from their parents for daily living and purchasing housing.

Keywords: Changchun City, non-resident college graduates, housing conditions
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