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IAN T. HOSACK

Democracy has become a key concept for understanding the modern world, but it
is a concept that means different things to different people. What exactly is
democracy and how can it be achieved? What is the relationship between
democracy and individual rights? What is the future for democracy in an era of
globalisation? These are just some of the questions students will consider on

this course.

In addition to introducing students to some of the key issues concerning
democracy, the course will also develop students' academic English skills in
areas such as reading, listening to lectures, note-taking and discussion.

All classes will be conducted in English.
Students will need to prepare for classes by reading selected articles written in
English, completing short answer worksheets and by learning key vocabulary.

20 final test in the last class
20 several written assignments during the semester
( ) 60 attendance; participation; student presentations; regular short-tests
Orientation: key concepts and questons Reading from R. Dahl, ‘On Democracy’
Athenian democracy Reading from R. Dahl, 'Democracy & Its Critics'
Citizenship in Athenian democracy Reading from I. Budge, 'The Challenge of Direct Democracy’
(Short Test#1); Liberalism Reading from G. Sorenson, ‘Democracy & Democratization'
Representative government Reading from D. Beetham & K Boyle, ‘Introducing Democracy’
Electoral systems Reading from D. Beetham & K Boyle, ‘Introducing Democracy’
A right or a duty? Should voting be compulsory? Readings: Puplick, ‘The case for compulsory voting;
McGuiness 'The case against compulsory voting'
(Short Test#2) ; Measuring democracy #1 Reading from R. Dahl, 'On Democracy'
Measuring democracy #2 Reading from Freedom House survey, ‘Freedom in the World'
The Third Wave of Democracy Reading: R. Doorenspleet, ‘Reassessing the Three Waves of
Democratization'
Globalization: some implications for democracy Student research for presentations in Wk 13
Global democracy and the UN: Student presentations & Reading from J. Fishkin, ‘The Voice of the People’

discussion

The Deliberative Poll: An effective way of deepening
democracy?

Final examination

No set textbook.All materials for this course will be provided by the instructor.
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