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A Study on Foucault’'s Concept of ‘Power’ :
The Concepts of ‘Tactics’ and ‘Strategy’ as Components of ‘Discipline’

Hirofumi FUJITAY

Abstract: This paper aims to prove that Foucault's concept of ‘discipline’ is composed of the mil-
itary concepts of ‘tactics’ and ‘strategy’, and to reconstruct Foucault's theory of power as a
dynamic theory. To attain these aims, the following three issues have to be examined in accor-
dance with Foucault's logic.

First, this paper defines the concepts of ‘tactics’ and ‘strategy,” and specifies that these con-
cepts are related to each other as the ‘double conditioning’. Secondly, | try to examine the
method of the ‘genealogy’ which is the matrix of the ‘tactics’ and ‘strategy’, and define these con-
cepts from a methodological point of view. Thirdly, by tocusing on the concepts of ‘tactics’ and
‘strategy’ in Foucault's theory of power, this paper relates both of these concepts to the concepts
of ‘resistance’ and ‘ “specific” intellectual’ under a consistent logic, which are very important
concepts in Foucault’s theory of power.

Finally, I would like to suggest my next work to be done concerning other types of
Foucault’s ‘power’ concepts, by basing upon my assertion that it is important to take up the con-

cepts of ‘tactics’ and ‘strategy’ as a starting point in Foucault’s theory of power.

Key words: tactics, strategy, genealogy, resistance, ‘specific’ intellectual
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