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Exploration of the Issues of Identity and Society
by Examining the Folk Tale “Little Red Ridins Hood”

Yoshikazu SATOU

Abstract: “Society molds human beings, and conversely human beings build society.” In this
paper, the author would like to explore the issues of the ‘dialectical’ relationship between ‘soci-
ety’ and ‘personality,” and the interaction between the structure of society and the individual
‘behavior’ by examining a folk tale and taking into consideration such social realities as ‘things,’
‘events,’ ‘people’ and ‘words’ , which are very often used for plotting the folk tale. The story of
‘Little Red Riding Hood' is plotted by using a series of such simple words as ‘village,’” ‘forest,’
‘Little Red Riding Hood," ‘wolf,’ ‘hunter,” ‘mother,” and ‘grand mother,’ But viewing these words
from the relevance of ‘identity’ and ‘society’ or ‘action’ and ‘structure,’ to what social and histori-
cal reality could we say that these words are ‘meaningfully adequate’ (‘sinnadaquat’ in M.
Weber's sense)? In this paper, the author would like to explore the social character of ‘human
beings,” who come on the scene in the folk tale, under the back ground of the economic and cul-

tural structure of the ‘village community’ as a ‘type’ of society.

Key words: Little Red Riding Hood, village, forest, folk tale, community, ‘land’ as a category of

wealth

Contents: 1. How do we read ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ ?
2. Story where social structure has the upper hand over human action
3. Material foundation of village: ‘land’ as a form of wealth

4. Summary
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