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Societal Changes Brought on by the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake:
Housing and Geographical Movement in the Aftermath of the Disaster

Katsuji TSUJIP

Abstract: It is important not only from the point of view of social theory but also from practical
social safety to analyze the data concerning when and where people evacuated and moved as a
result of the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake Disaster. We targeted two heavily damaged blocks, an
urban one in Nagata District, Kobe City, and a rural one in Toshima District, Hokudan Town
on Awaji Island. Each block has approximately 100 households. We analyzed these samples
each year for three years in order to identify when each household moved from the first resi-
dence to the second, from the second residence to the third and so on. The resulting data is pre-
sented graphically as a house changing chain and a geographical changing chain. We analyzed
these chains by means of two comparative methods, one focusing on urban-rural differences

and the other on the timing of movements over the three-year period.

Key words: House Changing Chains, Geographical Changing Chains, Hanshin-Awaji

Earthquake
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