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Chesa and Korean community in japan

—— Focusing on Generational Changes and the Secularization of Chesa ——

Yang Aisun ©

Abstract: The first generation of Korean residents in Japan regarded themselves as “temporary
residents.” Throughout their lives, they continuously longed for a day to return home, and
believed that such a day would surely come. In the due course of history, however, they became
“permanent residents.” Through the generations, Korean residents in Japan began to have
increasingly diversified awareness regarding their self-identity, and with this change, Chesa or
a Confucian ritual originated by the first generation, was also transformed. This transformation
represents the secularization of what was regarded as “sacred” by traditional community mem-
bers, who had “collective memory.” Underlying this change were such historical elements as
urbanization, industrialization, and the decay of “Gemeinschaft.” Instead of the original form of
“sacred” Chesa, which had its spiritual basis in Confucianism, deeply rooted in the minds of the
first generation Korean residents in Japan, a more “rational” Chesa appeared and has been
observed by the following generations. Through the generations, Chesa has become increasingly
secular. In general, the generational changes in an “immigrant society” constitute the progress
of “assimilation.” Chesa, however, has been passed on from generation to generation, and has
become the “collective memory” of new generations, permitting them to confirm their self-identi-
ties. Whereas the original Chesa observed by the first generation originated as a traditional
community ritual and placed emphasis on the tie of families and family groups, the new form of
Chesa places more emphasis on individuals. Today, individual Korean residents observe a wide
variety of forms of Chesa, each reflecting personal approaches. The secularization process of
Chesa can be understood as the process of changing self-identification of Korean residents and
the reorganization of Korean society, in their quest for new identities as independent “perma-
nent residents.”

LLNTH

Key words: “collective memory,” “immigrant society,” permanent resident, “assimilation,”
modernization, rationalization, diversification, identity, collective fantasy, and

“individual memory”
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