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Violence in Intimate Relationships from a Gender Perspective
Kyo MATSUSHIMA®

Abstract: In Japan, domestic violence is becoming a greater social problem. Although intimate
relationships are considered to be warm and loving, violence exists in such relarionships. Love
is thought to be an important factor in constructing intimate relationships. However, love is not
aspontaneous emotion. If love is socielly constructed, there is asocial code behind its formation.
It is important to examine this code from a gender perspective, and recognize the fact that inti-
mate relationships are not usually equal. If love in intimate relationships is considered a duty
or asocial norm, violence in such relationships can be detected and explained. In this paper, I
point out that the privacy of intimete relationships tends to create opposite phenomena: love
and violence. Moreover, | examine domestic violence as a problem of relationships. Domestic
violence occurs because it cannot be seen, this great social problem arises within the private

sphere of intimate relationships.

key words: domestic violence, intimate relationships, private sphere, sociology of emotions, sex-

uality

0 Graduate Student, Graduate School of Sociology, Ritsumeikan University



