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Figurational Sociology in the Netherlands:
Its Contribution to Contemporary Dutch Sociology

Yoshifusa ICHIIY

Abstract: The purpose of this article is to make a general survey of figurational sociology, which
stems from Norbert Elias in the Netherlands, by reviewing the history of Dutch sociology. In the
Netherlands, figurational sociology became very popular after 1969. Why was Elias’s sociological
viewpoint widely accepted in the Netherlands? During the 1960’s, the Netherlands experienced
drastic social change, including depillarisation. Though many sociologists began to analyse
depillarisation, they were confronted with the limits of standard American sociology, which ori-
entated Dutch sociology after 1945. Thus many young sociologists began to criticise standard
American sociology, mainly the structural-functionalism, and to search for an altemative theory.
Then they became interested in conflict theory, phenomenological sociology, and figurational
sociology. After an invitation of Elias, Johan Goudsblom began to associate with the figurational
sociology research group (est. 1976). Today, the figurational sociology research group, though
they experienced a schism within the group, has been influential on contemporary Dutch sociolo-
gy. Therefore, in this paper, three points have been selected for consideration:

1. S.R.Steinmetz and W.A. Bonger, who were the founders of early Dutch sociology.

2. The Modem Sociology Group, which J.A.A. Van Doorn established in 1953.

3. Figurational Sociology, which stems from Norbert Elias.
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