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The wave that came upon me again, buried

me at once 20 or 30 foot deep in its own body;
and | could feel my self carried with a mighty
force and swiftness towards the shore a very
great way; but | held my breath, and assisted
my self to swim still forward with all my
might. | was ready to burst with holding my
breath, when, as | felt my self rising up, so to
my immediate relief, | found my head and
hands shoot out above the surface of the
water ; and tho' it was not two seconds of
time that I could keep my self so, yet relieved
me greatly, gave me breath and new courage.
| was covered again with water a good while,
but not so long but I held it out; and finding
the water had quite spent it self, and begun to
return, | strook forward against the return of
the waves, and felt ground with my feet. |
stood still a few moments to recover breath,
and till the water went from me, and then
took to my heels, and run with what strength
| had farther towards the shore. But neither
would this deliver me from the fury of the sea,
which came pouring in after me again, and
twice more | was lifted up by the waves and
carried forwards as before, the shore being
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‘Robinson Crusoe’ as a Social Science Issue
—— The Robinsonian-type of Man ——

Yoshikazu SATO"

Summary: In this paper, which examines Daniel Defoe’s novel, The Life and Strange Suprising
Adventures of Robinson Crusoe, the author would like to clarify the concepts ‘individual’ and
‘society’ in their earliest stages of civil society, while analyzing the interrelationship between
author, story and time period, and focusing on the way ‘Robinson Crusoe’ was treated by such
social scientists as Karl Marx and Max Weber. Paying particular attention to Defoe’s narrative,
which was written in the first person singular’, the author would like to emphasize the histori-
cal and social significance of this novel, from which both social scientific category of ‘private per-
son’ and the logic of ‘I’ (egology),that is, a key concept of the natural attitude of phenomenology
came out, and would like to show how the meaning world of social scientific thinking should be

related to the meaning world of ‘egological’ thinking.

key words: a problem of Robinson Crusoe, Daniel Defoe, Karl Karx, Max Weber, personification
of the economic categories, ideal types, meaning, private man, experimental field of

‘isolated island’, narrative of a biographic style, a form of the first person singular
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