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Establishment of Voluntary Aid Detachments (VADs) by the British Red
Cross in 1909

Ayako KUROKAWAY

Abstract: Voluntary Aid Detachments (VADs) were established by the British Red Cross under
the guidance of the War Office with the aim of providing medical care to soldiers who had been
injured or become ill during the First World War. Many people joined VADs voluntarily.
Women, who had been given few opportunities to participate in social activities, played an espe-
cially active role in VAD activities so that they could “serve their country.” They contributed
significantly to medical services during the war. This report will discuss the nature of the
relationship established between the War Office and the Red Cross in forming VADs: more
specifically, while reviewing the process of establishing VADs and their purposes and actual
conditions, it will be elucidated how the Red Cross and other voluntary organizations developed

cooperative relations with the government and the military in promoting voluntary activities.

Keywords: the Red Cross, the First World War, voluntary organizations, medical services

during the war, women'’s activities during the war
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