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Interaction Process of Truancy: Looking at a Juku through Goffman’s
Perspective

Yuko TAKAHASHIY

Abstract: A student who refuses to go to school goes through a process whereby his/her self-
respect is damaged, leading to a fear of the gaze of others, and ultimately avoids school in order
to avoid this gaze; the student’s self-respect must be revitalized in order to overcome this fear.
This paper posits a sociological interpretation for this process, using an analytical focus on the
microlevel process of overcoming the conflict between self-respect and the fear felt by the stu-
dent. Case studies of students who refused to go to school but attended a juku for at least there

years were analyzed using Goffman’s perspective.

Keywords: self-respect and fear, school education system, identity, gambling
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