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Postwar revival, Reconstruction of the Nation-state and the National
Athletic Meet: About Aichi-kokutai in 1950

Tomonobu KANGYOF

Abstract: The National Athletic Meet (Kokutai) is a sports event closely related to the recon-
struction of postwar Japanese sports. Until 1950, Kokutai did not have a clear form because vari-
ous powers involved with this meeting functioned inconsistently. But with the development of
the Japanese sports system in 1949, kokutai's form was established clearly in 1950, and the
Aichi-kokutai held in 1950 became the first sports event to have an effect on the host region’s
residents. In spite of the proceeding postwar revival and reconstruction of the nation-state, the
governing structure in Japan was not stable, and Aichi-kokutai was regarded as an event
embodying the order of the Imperial system and a way to organise people. Through this meet,
relations between the Emperor and the people were developed, and dominant groups tried to
elevate nationalism in Japan. In addition, the host region’'s government, including the City of
Nagoya and Aichi Prefecture, independently made this meet a means of regional organization,
community development, and an ‘outlet’ for residents’ frustrations. And the host region’s schools
and mass media, especially newspapers in Aichi Prefecture, played a positive role in involving
its residents in this meet. As a result, Aichi-kokutai was established as a ‘cultural apparatus’ for
the host region’s residents to draw up a voluntary agreement for the present governing struc-

ture.

Keywords: National Athletic Meet, Emperor, nation-state, power, ‘cultural apparatus’
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