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Care and Violence in the Family
Kyo MATSUSHIMA®

Abstract: The issue of domestic violence has recently surfaced rather rapidly in Japan, triggered
by accumulated relevant studies in the USA and European countries and an international move
against domestic violence. Compared to those abroad, studies on concrete examples of domestic
violence in Japan have just started. Based on the idea that closeness of relationships between
family members is a leading cause of domestic violence, this course will discuss the act of “caring
for each other” from the sociological point of view. Family members take care of each other in an
intimate environment. In such an environment, relationships among family members are hard
to change, where some take care of others and some are taken care of. Such relationships, how-
ever, are unequal and distorted, and this situation may trigger violence. Studies conducted
abroad will be reviewed throughout the course in order to confirm that “caring” is a bilateral act.
It will be emphasized that understanding the concept of “caring” as a bilateral act is essential in

studying domestic violence in Japan as well.

Keywords: domestic violence, care, private sphere, intimate relationship
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