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Roles of Aichi National Athletic Meet in Postwar Nationalism

— Discourses and Ideology Manipulation by Chubu Nihon Shimbun —

KANGYO Tomonobu®

Abstract: Chubu Nihon Shimbun exerted a great influence on the residents of Aichi Prefecture.
On the occasion of the Aichi National Athletic Meet in 1950, the paper posted discourses that
reflected the authorities’ intention to unite the people and to further promote nationalism. The
authorities used the paper to manipulate ideology and obtain people’s voluntary consent to sup-
port the then ruling structure. Various kinds of concepts and ideas were connected with each
other to support the authorities’ philosophy. At first, people were made to believe that sports
and the National Athletic Meets were “good things” and “most suitable to the new society.” The
government aimed to encourage Aichi residents to support the National Athletic Meet. They
instilled the concept of “goodwill and service” into the residents to obtain their voluntary

LT

involvement in the Meet. Secondly, the three concepts of “sports: healthy culture,” “democratic
society,” and “emperor as a symbol” were closely related to each other in discourses. Using the
concept of “sportsmanship of fair play,” the government hoped to build a voluntary consensus
among the people. In addition, with the intention of using the people’s enthusiasm for sports to
boost postwar nationalism, the authorities nurtured a “national polity” consciousness among the
people, which was considered to appropriately fit the postwar ruling structure. Based on this
consciousness, the authorities successfully developed a “national polity” nationalism via two con-

cepts of “peace” and “democracy.”

Keywords: Aichi National Athletic Meet, nation state, nationalism, emperor, ideology

manipulation, voluntary consensus
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