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Wartime Aid Activities during World War 0 in England

Establishment of Voluntary Aid Detachments of the British Red Cross
Society and the Formation of the Joint War Committee

KUROKAWA Ayako"”

Abstract: In 1909, before World War O, the War Office estabilished “Scheme for the
Organization of VVoluntary Aid in England and Wales” for aiding the sick and wounded in times
of War. By establishing Voluntary Aid Detachments, the War Office tried to create a wartime
aid system in which the British Red Cross Society was the only aid organization for the sick and
wounded. This created a struggle for leadership between the British Red Cross Society and the
St. John Ambulance Association, which preceded the British Red Cross Society. However, these
two organizations made efforts to set up Voluntary Aid Detachments for the common purpose of
fighting a total war while overcoming the discord between them. As a result, Voluntary Aid
Detachments were set up throughout England from 1910 to 1918. The number of detachments
totaled 3382 by 1918. A great number of people, especially women, worked as volunteers at the
detachments. Furthermore, responding to the needs of the War Office, the British Red Cross
Society and the Order of St. John, which is the parent organization of the St. John Ambulance
Association, set up the “Joint War Committee of the British Red Cross Society and the Order of
St. John of Jerusalem in England” in October 1914. Although the British Red Cross Society
appeared to be the only wartime aid organization, in fact it was composed of the two organiza-
tions. After formation of the Joint War Committee, these two organizations jointly took part in
aid activities under the name of the Red Cross. The War Office established an efficient wartime
relief work system for voluntary organizations such as the British Red Cross Society and the
Order of St. John. This was very characteristic of wartime aid systems in England, which took

advantage of voluntary organizations and the people who supported them.

Keywords: Red Cross Society, Voluntary Aid Detachments, St. John Ambulance Association,

Joint War Committee, partnership
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