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Historian Christopher Lasch and Social Criticisms:

the “Vocation” of an Intellectual and “History as Social Criticism”

CHIMORI Takao"”

Abstract: Christopher Lasch, who wrote many books severely criticizing current American soci-
ety and culture, was a well-known social critic in the U. S. and at the same time a trained histo-
rian. He noted correlations between social criticism and history, and thought that it was impor-
tant for a social critic to have a profound understanding of history. His social criticisms were
critical historical writings, so to speak “history as social criticism”. True and Only Heaven is a
compilation of all his critical historical writings. His critical stance was greatly influenced by his
conception of the “vocation” of the intellectual, which is to be a critic of society maintaining
“detachment” from the current scene. Lasch attempted to keep his “vocation” as a social critic by

writing his social criticisms as “history as social criticism”.

Keywords: intellectual, vocation of an intellectual, history as social criticism, contemporaneity of

the past
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