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The 2002 World Cup and Media Coverage in Japan

HWANG Seonghbin®
NAKAMURA Aya®"

Abstract: The 2002 World Cup was the first such championship to be held in Asia, and the first
co-hosted by two countries, Korea and Japan. In both countries, a variety of media discourse
concerning the World Cup was produced not only in the coverage of the World Cup itself and
associated sports programme, but also in many TV shows and popular magazines in which foot-
ball had hardly ever been featured previously.

As for these items of media discourse, we propose that attention must be paid to the function
which constructs “national identity,” the self-portrait, positive through the “Other’s” image as
the negative, as well as the function which reinforces stereotyped images about race, nation,
ethnicity, gender and so on. Mega sporting events like the World Cup may be an arena where we
can observe the politics connected with “national identity” and “Otherness,” not only on the foot-
ball field but also in newspapers and on television screens.

In this paper, explanations of some aspects are offered, as follows:

- An outline of the Japanese media coverage of the 2002 World Cup.

- The meaning of co-hosting the 2002 World Cup, as expressed in Japanese media coverage.

- Methods that the Japanese media used to represent an image of the “World Cup,”- for example
“World Cup fever,” “play styles,” etc.

- How the relations between Japan and South Korea were explained. The kind of influence that

was articulated regarding “the relations of both countries” by co-hosting the World Cup.

Although we recorded the programme of the Opening and Closing Ceremonies, almost all
matches and reviews of highlights and relevant material broadcast in free-to-air form in each
country during the 2002 World Cup finals, in this paper, we mainly focus on some TV shows,
and editorials and reader’s columns in the major Japanese newspapers such as the Asahi, the

Yomiuri, the Mainichi, and the Sankei.

Keywords: Media Event, Media Discourse, FIFA World Cup, the Relationship between

Japan and Korea, National Identity
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