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Social Action and the Problem of Relativization (Verfremdrung):
The Social Problems of Hansen'’s Disease as a Motif and the Sociological
Possibility of “Phenomenology of Perception”

NAKAMURA Bun-ya"”

Abstract: The theory of social action, which is represented by Max Weber and Alfred Schutz
grasps a social reality from the consideration of the subjective meaning of the social actor. This
theory tries to understand profoundly social phenomena from the aspects of the actor’s construc-
tions of meaning, even they seem incredible.The reason why this theory make it possible to
understand even incredible phenomena is that it makes a premise about the freedom of subjec-
tive construction of meaning in social action.

However,it is on this point, the issue of freedom of subjective construction of meaning, that
this theory shows its weakest point. Provided that it absolutely guarantees that freedom, it is
difficult to relativize the subjective constructions of meaning, it's constructs, and subjective
world.There is the possibility that this theory will be fall into a mere discription of individual
actor’s subjective meaning-construction, because the social meaning of realities is reduced to it.

In this paper ,we will investigate the phases of appearance (Erscheinung) of our body in the
outer-world in order to relativize such a solipsismistic tendencies in this theory.

Social action and it's subjective construction of meaning based on and begin in our body. Then,
they appears as a social reality in the outer world. Our body has are ambiguous in that they
move between active and passive, subject and object, while being opens to the social reality, the
outer-world and Others where live there. Therefore the meaning of social action it constructs is
subjective while at the same time in the outer-world, it is objective. By thinking in such a way,
it is possible to themetize the appearance of our body as a phase of social reality in the outer-
world. Itis a genetic relativization. When discussing the theory of social action, it is very impor-

tant to consider the problem of perception of World, Othand body.

Keywords: relativization (Verfremdrung), theory of social action, Alfred Schutz,

Aron Gurwitsch, Hansen’s disease, Phenomenology of perception.
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