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Representations of “Zainichi” Women in Post War Japanese Films

YANG In-Sil”

Abstract: “Zainichi” women appear frequently in post-war Japanese films. In this paper | study
the representations and discourses on “zainichi” women in Japanese films, making clear in what
text and context they appear. As a case study | analyze the representations and discourses made
through “chima-chogori” (ethnic costume which is a uniform worn by Korean schoolgirls) and the
figure of “omoni” (mother). “Zainichi” women in Japanese films have been represented as nation-
al symbols of nostalgia for the homeland, and positively appraised for this. However, | argue
that representing “zainichi” women in connection with nostalgia for the homeland is a model
pattern of Oriental gaze. And, that this is a way of covering a problem of the Japanese society’s

gendering system and ethnic discrimination itself.

Keywords: “Zainichi” women, Japanese films, representations, “chima-chogori” (ethnic costume

worn as uniform by Korean school girls), “omoni” (mother)
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