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A Consideration of the Identity and Relationship of Japanese Young
People
— from Jean Baudrillard’ s notion of “radical alterity” —

FUJII Yuuki®

Abstract: People have defined identification in adolescence as a problem that is characteristic of
young age. However, today, any number of young Japanese who continue in their adolescence
and search for their own identity augmentation, and they have anxieties concerning the rela-
tionship with their friends. In this situation, Japanese young people form their own reference
group which avoids conflicts and permits a “tender” relationship. But at the same time, they feel
that, in this group, they can never achieve their desirable form of identity because they have
great anxiety concerning elimination from their group. This study attempts to analyze this prob-
lem under the “radical alterity” theory in Jean Baudrillard, the French philosopher. “Radical
alterity” as a conflictive incomprehensibility, said Baudrillard, had formerly existed in the whole
world and in the individual as the Sacred, but modernization and rationalization has exchanged
these incomprehensibilities for comprehensive and rational differences. In the same way, he
said, the Subject in the modern era has lost its sacred individuality as the “radical alterity”, and

people have changed to become “fractal (and transparent) individualities” who can never identi-

fy.

Keywords: the loneliness in the “tender” relationship, identification, alterity, elimination, scape-

goat
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