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Information Ethics of Everyday Computer
Mediated Communication Practice
— “Professionality” as Interactive Achievement—

HIRAMOTO Takeshi®

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to reconsider the “knowledge - power” relation problem in
cyberspace as a problem which is generated from a difference of knowledge, literacy, and compe-
tence between Computer-Mediated Communicationd CMCUO participants. In recent years, main-
ly in the field of information ethics, the strength of connection with “knowledge” and the “power”
in cyberspace is expressed by a theme of professional ethics and unethical acts of computer “pro-
fessionals”. However the “knowledge - power” relationship is not apprehended only by the frame-
work of unethical acts by “professionals,” but is embedded into practice of CMC which looks
morally neutral involving the differences between the knowledge, the literacy, and competence
of participants. In this paper, | will examine the achievement process of such a power nature of

the mental faculties through everyday practice of CMC.

Keywords: CMC, information ethics, EIA, knowledge, literacy and competence, professionals /

lay persons
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