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On P.L.Berger’s Theoretical Work on “ldentity”

YOSHIDA Koji®

Abstract: In this paper, | examine P.L.Berger’s theoretical work on “lIdentity,” and through this
examination, | make it clear that his theoretical schema of man and society in his social theory
“The Social Construction of Reality” has some problems because of his inadequate dealing with
social actions. Moreover, | also make it clear that a theoretical level of social actions performed
by people who have various values and codes of actions should be set up in his social theory
because of his own suggestion of “legitimation” of society in his work on “Mediating Structures.”
In order to achieve these purposes, | examine not only his work on “Identity” but also his work
on “nomos-cosmos” and his work on “alternation.” And furthermore, | propose that his
theoretical work on “Mediating Structures” should be revised by the addition of a theoretical
level of social actions performed by people who live in the life-world. Finally, | state that if his
social theory is revised as described above, it could explain that what an individual feels to be
“reality” in his world and what people construct as a democratic society are two sides of the
same phenomenon. By this revision of his social theory, | also state that his social theory can
regenerate as an effective social theory that deals with a matter of social integration in the

modern world.

Keywords: identity, institutional world, nomos and cosmos, alternation, dignity, modern

pluralism
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