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Farewell lecture:
Emerging Challenges and Issues in Social Welfare Research
Continuity or Change in the 21st Century ?

KATO Sonoko!

Abstract: The post -war Japanese social welfare system is in the throes of change.

It can be seen that in post-war society, internationally and in this country, the establishment and
evolution of the concept of social welfare as a human right has come under question. Under Article 25
of the Japanese Constitution, it is the responsibility of the State to provide a system of social welfare to
protect the human rights and ensure the survival of its citizens. However, the nature of the reform of
the basic structure of the social welfare system from the late 1970s until today has led to the evasion or
removal of the responsibility of the State. Commercialization and privatization of social welfare has
taken place under the slogan,” Self-help, Mutual Aid and Private Power”.

This farewell lecture will examine the historical background and other aspects of these policy
changes in the Japanese welfare system, and identify specific Japanese characteristics and problems.
Furthermore, it will discuss the appropriate debates and practical research issues for healthy

development of social welfare as a human right into the 215t century.
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