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Community Welfare and Planning in England
———Who bears the financial burden?——

YAMAMOTO Takashi”

Abstract: Now the Japanese government positively encourages local social services authorities to
prepare plans for their community care arrangements. Yet most of them remain underdeveloped. Quite
curiously, they do not refer to the resources in their plans.

This paper identifies lessons for good practice, drawing on the experiences of the community care
reform and the regeneration schemes in England. As for the former, the National Health and
Community Care Act 1990 placed major responsibilities on local authorities in respect to community
care. As for the latter, the Single Regeneration Budget (SRB) aims to enhance the quality of life of local
people in areas of need. The SRB provides resources to support regeneration initiatives carried out by
local regeneration partnerships. In both cases, the resources are vital for building a sustainable
community.

This paper also raises some criticisms of the approach to community welfare adopted in England.
One of the issues is a shift in the meaning of community care, which began to emerge in the 1970s; a
shift from care in the community to care by the community. In spite of the developments in community
care services, most of the care for vulnerable people is provided by families and still predominantly by
women. Another point is that grand plans have no chance of being realized unless they are adequately
resourced. Local authorities claim that the government has reduced its financial support.

Amply illustrated by the English schemes and case study examples, this paper demonstrates what
works in effective community welfare building. Hopefully, the ongoing community welfare plan

undertaken by Japanese local authorities will give us the opportunity for deliberations on the resources.

Keywords: community care, bedblocking, community development, Local Development Agency, the

Single Regeneration Budget, parish
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