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Re-consideration of “Theories of Middle Range”
— Mediation of theoretical thought and empirical inquiry in sociology —

KAWAMURA Yuuki®

Abstract: In this paper the author reconstructs Robert Merton’s “Theories of Middle Range” in terms
of his sociological idea of science, and reconsiders the approach of “two-way traffic” between theoretical
thought and empirical inquiry in sociology. The author could point out the following three essentials:

(1) The fundamental starting point is the concept “Unintended consequences of intended action”. It
emerges from the interaction between “the public record of sociological theory” and “the actual
course of inquiry” in modern science. The actual course of inquiry is not reproduced from any
elements of published theory, but cluttered up with the intuitive leaps, false starts, mistakes, loose
ends, and happy accidents. The more problems occur, the more different the published theory is
from the one intended at first.

(2) “The published theory” and “the actual course of inquiry” are structured and structuring by “ethos
of science” and “thought collective” in scientific community. Ethos of science makes for publishing
theory in reductionistic manner, accumulating scientific knowledge. The thought collective makes
for constituting thought style relative to groups of scientists, specifying ignorance, finding
“serendipity” in the actual course of inquiry.

(3) Those structures organize “recurrent socio-cognitive pattern”. The more scientific inquiry replaces
ignorance with knowledge, the more specified ignorance emerges from the growth of scientific
knowledge. There is a developing pluralistic cognitive structure of theories of middle range in

consequence.

Keywords: Theories of middle range, “two-way traffic” between theoretical thought and empirical
inquiry, the published theory, the actual course of inquiry, the reductionist fallacy,
recurrent socio-cognitive pattern, ethos of science, thought collective, serendipity,

pluralistic cognitive structure

0 Graduate Student, Graduadte School of Sociology, Ritsumeikan University



