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The “Society” Concept and Civil Society
KIDA Akio *

Abstract: The subject of my paper is a rethinking of civil society theories from the point of view
of the concept of “society”. I analyze such theories based on the study subjects in our faculty’s
previously-held international symposium and on the theoretical presentations in Yamaguchi’s “Civil
Society Theories”. First, I try to resolve ambiguous concepts of civil societies from a view of
“society”. Secondly, on the relation with “politics”, “economy” and “society” (Yamaguchi’s ‘3 items
model’) I represent the integration between ‘structure/system’ (in the former two) and
‘action/process’ (in the latter one), so I try to re-propose a view of ‘life processes’ from the
method of ‘abstracting—realizing’. Thirdly, after considering the relationship between society, civil
society and family, and intimate sphere based on A. Giddens’s, “The Transformation of Intimacy”,
I try to present the “society” concept including both the civil society/public sphere and

family/intimate sphere, and I refer to the importance of ‘democracy’s’ viewpoint which passes

through both spheres.

Keywords: “society”, civil society, life process, 3 items model, public sphere, intimate sphere

* Professor, Faculty of the Social Sciences, Ritsumeikan University
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