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Max Weber’s Valuefreedom Theory and the Premises of its View-ofthe-world
— An explication from a viewpoint of ‘pluralistic-ontology’ —

SATO Harukichi *

Abstract: This paper explicates M. Weber’s science theory with special focus on his value-
freedom theory, aiming to explore the premise of its “view-of-the-world-comprehension structure”
and its character and meaning by decoding it from the viewpoint of the “pluralistic-ontology”
conceived by the author. Radical criticism of M. Weber applies to the freedom-denying trap setting
within both “naturalistic law-theoretical monistic-science,” which eliminates value-sphere, and
“humanistic science,” which mixes up value-judgment and factjudgment. These two formations of
problematical sciences were both brought about in the process of intellectualistic-rationalization of
the Enlightenment. Although Weber certainly does not mention the philosophical opinion of
“ontology”, his “value- freedom theory” clearly carries out the dualistic dimensional-mediation
theory between the value world and the causal real world. We are allowed to read in it his design
for “a theory of pluralistic-ontology.” This paper is intended to make clear from immanent
examination of Weber’s thought that “pluralistic-ontology” will be an indispensable base to make a
new knowledge theory of a form which opposes the crisis of the modern Enlightenment and
makes a new rational value-freedom science, and to construct a value-free practical ethics, and a
theory of social action. In addition, this paper is tacitly planned as a preparation for reclaiming the
base of a new dialog of Weber and Marx, and a synthetic way of thought through pluralistic-

ontological reading of Marx and Weber.

Keywords: M. Weber, cultural science, value-idea, value-freedom, intellectualistic-rationalization,
intellectual sincerity, pluralistic-ontology, critical-analytical ontology, K. Marx, K.R.
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