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An Endeavor to Create a New Arena in Sociology:
the development of the field of clinical sociology

NAKAMURA Tadashi *

Abstract: The traditional theory in social study on social problems, known as “social pathology” in
Japan’s sociological community, is in crisis. We associate the name of social pathology with the
Social Darwinism. There has been a great shift in research methods on social problems. Many
sociologists would like to identify themselves as researchers of deviant behavior and anti-social
behavior, under the name of clinical sociology. This is the why “clinical sociology” is becoming the
popular label. It is a multidisciplinary, humanistic field that assesses and reduces problems
through critical analysis and intervention. The role of the clinical sociologist can be at one or
more levels of focus from the individual to the inter-societal. But I think it is necessary to
understand all kinds of undesirable behavior in the social context of exclusion through the
collective consciousness and inter-subjective relationship. The term “social pathology” can still be
used to express this dark side of communal life. This paper defines clinical sociology and

observes the possibilities of this new arena in relation to social deviance and the labeling process.
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