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Community Centers and Lifelong Learning (2)
— Proposal of promoting community center activities as part of “life culture” —

IIDA Tetsuya *

Abstract: With the “Lifelong Learning Promotion Law” enacted in 1990 as an impetus, new
dimensions have been offered in lifelong learning, including local community center activities. A
variety of views and opinions have been expressed concerning this issue since then; this paper
emphasizes the need of taking a fresh look at the roles played by local community centers, a
place closely connected to everyday life, in promoting lifelong education. Here, the issue is
approached from three aspects. Firstly, various views concerning the roles played by local
community centers are briefly examined, followed by my own argument regarding the concept of
“life culture,” based on a life structure. Secondly, a detailed discussion is given of a new role
played by community centers as part of life culture, in addition to their functioning as a “medium”
in everyday life, which is described in another of my papers with a focus on the roles played by
and directions to be taken by such facilities. Finally, the importance of promoting lifelong learning
will be addressed by arguing that the development of self-direction is the key to resolution of

recent social issues involving family and community life, eventually leading to an affluent life.

Keywords: community center, lifelong education, life structure, capability for living, life culture,

citizen’s college

* Professor, Faculty of the Social Sciences, Ritsumeikan University
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