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Formation of Welfare Network in Osaka-shi Ikuno-ku: Focusing on Social
Security and Support for the Korean Elderly in Japan

KAISHO Yumiko *

Abstract: This paper aims to point out some institutional backgrounds and present conditions of
life problems for the Korean elderly in Japan and to survey the welfare network based on their
community and ethnicity.

Koreans in Japan played important roles in the development of the Japanese economy as a labor
force before and after World War II. But they were ineligible for the pension for the elderly or for
disability in particular.

First, I will classify institutional backgrounds affecting the Korean elderly in Japan without
pension, and examine the location of these problems. I will also discuss how Koreans in Japan
have related as social participants to the administration and with neighbors.

Second, after surveying particular habits and life problems of the Korean elderly in Japan
through talks with caring staff or family members about their experiences in caring for the
Korean elderly, I will suggest some points for consideration when supporting them. On the basis
of the above understanding, it can be pointed out that medical institutions or welfare institutions
in Japan have made light of treatment for the Korean elderly in Japan. From the 1990s, the
younger Koreans in Japan, e.g. Ni-sei or San-sei, have promoted welfare movements intended for
the Korean elderly in Japan to improve poor social security and support, because there were some
backgrounds to start their welfare movements immediately. The Korean elderly in Japan will be
able to live actively and securely under these social conditions.

I will cite some instances of their movements and networking, focusing Osaka-shi Ikuno-ku, in

which a quarter of the residents are Korean.

Keywords: the Korean elderly in Japan, problems of Koreans in Japan without pension for the

elderly or for disability, welfare network, community of Koreans in Japan

* Assistant Professor, Setouchi Junior College
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