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Political System and Social Background for Promotion of Global Warming Prevention
by Citizen Participation in Local Government:
A Case Study of Yasu Town, Shiga Prefecture.

HIRAOKA Shunichi *
WADA Takeshi **

Abstract: This paper discusses the political system and social background for the promotion of
global warming prevention by citizen participation in local government based on a case study of
Yasu town in Shiga prefecture. Since Yasu town made the New Energy Vision with public
involvement, it has been promoting global warming prevention alongside various local
stakeholders. For example, installing photovoltaic panels by utilizing Local-Money, and promoting
forest preservation activities in cooperation with volunteers and a forestry association. In Yasu
town, global warming prevention is promoted through citizen initiatives and bottom-up processes.

It is also clear that 1) promoting renewable energy enables people to envision global warming
issues easily, 2) the local government continues to make efforts to implement policies, as well as
supporting systems designed to promote global warming prevention, 3) and form networks of

local activists who would be expected to participate in the activities of global warming prevention.

Keywords: local government, global warming prevention, citizen participation, Yasu town,

renewable energy, New Energy Vision, bottom up, network

* Graduate Student, Graduate School of Sociology, Ritsumeikan University
* * Professor, Faculty of Social Sciences, Ritsumeikan University
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