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The Role of Television in Elections:
An Analysis of the Evening News Programs of September 12,
the Day After the 2005 General Election.

SUZUKI Midori *
NISHIMURA Hisako 3

Abstract: What role did television play in the general election of September 11" 2005, which
resulted in an unprecedented landslide victory for the Liberal Democratic Party? In today’s
broadcast age, what is the function of journalism set by television? In addition to considering
these questions, whether television can truly be considered a journalistic medium will also be
investigated. The co-authors of this paper, in conjunction with Ritsumeikan University doctoral
student, Sally MclLaren and the JAPAN Media Literacy Research Institute (FCT) started a
research project on the September 11" general election and broadcast journalism, aimed at
analyzing the evening news programs of September 12" the day after voting took place. The
research project is ongoing and this paper is a preliminary report of the analysis results, using a
media literacy approach.

In this analysis, fair reporting which is responsive to citizens’ right to know can be said to form
the basis of journalism. The analysis was conducted mainly focusing on the following three points:
1) How was the election coverage constructed and how much time was used, what were the
comments of invited guests and how were politicians and electoral districts selected in each
program? 2) How were images of Koizumi and female candidates constructed? 3) How were
citizens (voters) treated in the programs? Consequently, in each case it became clear that the
general election result reporting, which is important information for those who voted, shows a
lack of diversity and a large bias.

Hereafter, it will be necessary to continue examining the following points: 1) Analyzing in more
detail the construction of images of Koizumi, female candidates and voters from the perspective of
the visual language employed, 2) Clarifying the characteristics of television media and what they
mean, 3) Elucidating the role that television played in the general election coverage from the
perspective of “fair reporting which is responsive to citizens’ right to know”. Furthermore, the
necessity of transforming the present situation so that television can function effectively as

journalism will be thoroughly investigated.
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