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The Structure and Modern Transformation of Civil Society
in Marx’s Theory of Civil Society

FUJITA Satoru *

Abstract: Today, there seems to be recognized a theoretical and historical “gap” between
contemporary theories of civil society and Marx’s theory of civil society. To bridge this “gap” and
reconstruct Marx’s theory of civil society therefore is a big issue in civil society studies. The
purpose of this paper is to analyze Marx’s multi-tiered structure of civil society and sketch the
basis of Marx’s theory of civil society. Firstly, I examine Keiichi Matsushita’s theory on mass
society from the viewpoint of Marxism, because his theories of mass society can be placed as a
medium point between Marx’s theory of civil society and contemporary theories of civil society.
Secondly, I consider the structure of civil society and separate the sphere of cultural reproduction
= <civil society> in Marx’s concept of civil society. Thirdly, I analyze the relations between the
three-tiered structures: economic structure-<civil society>-political system and its appearance:
nation-civil/bourgeois society in modern society. In conclusion, I try to present the meanings and

roles of <civil society> in Marx’s theory of civil society and explore its modern transformation.

Keywords: Keiichi Matsushita, three-tiered structure, sphere of cultural reproduction, <civil

society>
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