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Survey Research Using a Random Sampling:
A case of a survey of Kyoto women

MATSUI Shinichi *
NAKAI Miki **

Abstract: Sample surveys have become increasingly important in a wide variety of social science
fields. Although many researchers are interested in carrying out quantitative social research using
random sampling methods, believing them to be useful, a non-probability sample, or a
‘convenience’ sample, is sometimes used due to unfamiliarity with available procedures for
obtaining a probability sample.

The purpose of this paper is to provide an introduction to the random sampling procedure using
a voter registration list as a sampling frame, one of the many available procedures for selecting
samples. We illustrate a strategy to create a probability sample using stratified sampling by the
use of an example of a survey research conducted in Kyoto by our group. Some issues relating to
the Personal Information Protection Law and sampling drawn from sampling frames maintained by

the offices of local governments are also discussed.

Keywords: random sampling, social survey research, voter registration list, stratified sampling
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