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Assisted Reproductive Technologies and the “modern family”
in Japanese Family Policy:
The politics of reproduction in contemporary Japan

SAITO Mao *

Abstract: The Purpose of this study is to investigate how Assisted Reproductive Technologies (AR
Technologies) relate to changes in the “modern family”. Whether or not AR Technologies have
any influence on the “modern family”, and if so, how? Here I consider the recent declining
birthrate, and demonstrate how the “modern family” norm has articulated.

The Politics of Reproduction in contemporary Japan requires renewed attention to the
ambiguous functions of AR Technologies. I overview the processes of change in the “modern
family” and how such technologies have affected the processes. On the one hand, AR
Technologies create the possibility of a “postmodern family”, but are these technologies playing
an important part in the maintenance and reinforcement of the “modern family” on the other. We

need to create a more imaginative attitude toward parent-child relationships.

Keywords: “modern family”, Assisted Reproductive Technologies (AR Technologies), declining

birthrate, articulation
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