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P. C. W. Beuth and the Introduction of Technology

MIYASHITA Shinkichi *

Abstract: In the early 19" century, the introduction of foreign technology (or technology transfer)
was very important for European nations other than Great Britain. Those nations needed to
rapidly advance their technological innovation in order to meet competition from Britain, which
was about to finish its Industrial Revolution in the 1820s. In those days, for example, the Kingdom
of Prussia (1701-1918) was completely overwhelmed by Britain in the wool industry, notably in
the worsted manufacturing industry. P. C. W. Beuth (1781-1853) determined why Prussia had
been vanquished by Britain in his appendix (1826) to the report by a Prussian government official
(May) concerning the wool-spinning machinery industry in Prussia.

With this as a turning point, Beuth, who was serving as president of Techinische Deputation
(the Technical Deputation, established in 1811), Gewerbe Schule (Technical School, founded in
1821) and Verein zur Beforderung des Gewerbefleies (the Association for the Promotion of
Industrial Knowledge in Prussia (W. O. Henderson), established in 1821), embarked on the
systematic introduction of foreign technology into Prussia in 1827.

The means that Beuth adopted to introduce foreign technology included: 1) collections of
machine drawings and their copperplates in libraries, 2) collections of machine models, 3)
collections of machines, 4) collections of products, 5) laboratories and collections of physical and
chemical experimental equipment, 6) workshops for machine models, 7) workshops for
copperplate engraving, 8) Gewerbe Schule (the Technical School), and 9) Verein zur Beforderung
des Gewerbefleiles (the Association for the Promotion of Industrial Knowledge in Prussia (W. O.
Henderson)).

According to his well-known report (1822) submitted to the Prussian Minister of Commerce
and Industry, Beuth originally devised those means for developing human resources for industrial
management. Between 1827 and 1830, however, he adopted them to introduce a variety of
advanced machinery used in British textile industry into his country. His successor J. W.
Wedding, a teacher at the Technical School (1798-1872), introduced foreign technology on a full-
scale basis from 1830 to 1861, by optimizing those means.

Keywords: foreign technology introduction, P. C. W. Beuth, J. W. Wedding, declining worsted
manufacturing industry in Prussia, means of introducing foreign technology, Gewerbe

Schule (Technical school)
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